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public lands.

Wilderness Workshop protects the wilderness, water, and wildlife 
of Western Colorado’s public lands.

Protecting public lands requires a commitment to the long haul. Designating 
new wilderness, saving wild rivers, and galvanizing community support is most 
accurately measured in years, not days or months. Moments of celebration and 
tangible progress can be few and far between, but 2022 was one for the 
record books!

Most notably, in October President Biden designated the 53,800-acre Camp 
Hale-Continental Divide National Monument (page 3) and announced the start of 
a process to protect a quarter million acres of the Thompson Divide from oil and 
gas leasing and development (page 4). These actions cap off more than a decade 
of work by Wilderness Workshop to secure lasting protections for ecologically rich 
lands, highly valued by local communities.

Our policy and legal advocacy also achieved tangible conservation results across 
Western Colorado. We eliminated yet more leases from the spectacular East 
Willow Roadless Area on the edge of the Thompson Divide (page 8); in the North 
Fork Valley, our legal settlement stopped new oil and gas leasing across nearly 
a million acres in areas critical for both agriculture and wildlife (page 10). And 
in the Colorado River Valley we forced the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to 
re-prioritize conservation on almost 1.5 million acres of wildlands stretching from 
Grand Junction into the Eagle and Roaring Fork Valleys (page 12). 

Our 2022 annual report is an opportunity to reflect on this brief moment in 
the long arc of our work to ensure an ecologically intact and biologically rich 
world. We’re thrilled to share highlights from a year in which the dedication 
and commitment of Wilderness Workshop, its staff, and supporters resulted 
in substantial protections for wild places. Thank you for being a donor to 
Wilderness Workshop and helping make these successes possible!

With Deep Appreciation, 

Allyn Harvey, Board President &  
Will Roush, Executive Director

Cover Left: Gunnison National Forest, photo courtesy Sam Sheppard; Top - 
Aspen Stands; Bottom - Mule Deer, both photos courtesy Jon Mullen/Ecostock.
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President Biden designates the 

CAMP HALE-CONTINENTAL DIVIDE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Top: Snowmelt in the Tenmile Range, photo courtesy Jon 
Mullen/Ecostock. Below: Camp Hale and the Pando Valley, 
photo courtesy Ecoflight.

“The area’s high peaks and alpine 
valleys contain rare and fragile native 
alpine tundra ecosystems that include 
species uniquely adapted to high 
altitudes….visitors might glimpse Canada 
lynx — a federally listed threatened 
species — or the boreal toad — Colorado’s 
only alpine species of toad.” 

– FROM “A PROCLAMATION ON ESTABLISHMENT OF THE  
CAMP HALE-CONTINENTAL DIVIDE NATIONAL MONUMENT, OCT. 12 2022”

Long-time supporters might remember when we first started inventorying 
public lands across the White River National Forest for congressional 
protection. The dramatic peaks and lakes of the Tenmile Range were some 
of the most compelling and were included in the Hidden Gems Citizens 
Wilderness Proposal. Through years of careful work with communities we 
succeeded in getting these lands - along with 30,000 acres surrounding 
Camp Hale (where the 10th Mt. Division trained during WW II) - included 
as cornerstones of the Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy 
(CORE) Act. Recognizing the outstanding local support, in October 2022, 
President Biden took executive action and designated the 53,800-
acre Camp Hale-Continental Divide National Monument! 

Monument designation both honors the legacy of the 10th Mt. 
Division and gives meaningful protections to wildlife and wildlands, 
safeguarding areas we have long sought to shield from logging, 
mining, and other new development. As President Biden’s 
proclamation states, “...Camp Hale and the Tenmile Range form 
a geologically and ecologically linked landscape — rugged and 
stunning in appearance — that contains numerous features 
of scientific interest, including tarns, waterfalls, and alpine 
tundra...”

 This new National Monument caps off years of work by 
Wilderness Workshop to protect these special places. Moving 
forward, we will continue to advocate for the CORE Act, 
which includes new wilderness and special management 
areas in the Continental Divide, and can only be 
designated by Congress.
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FOR THE THOMPSON DIVIDE
20 years of protection in the works

In 2009, an Aspen Times headline - “Conservationists, cowboys 
team to oppose gas leases near Carbondale” - announced the 
formation of a new group: the Thompson Divide Coalition 
(TDC). Wilderness Workshop was a founding member and ever 
since we’ve played a critical role in the efforts to permanently 
protect some of Colorado’s most spectacular wildlands from 
oil and gas development. 

Together, we’ve made the Divide a landscape known far beyond 
Colorado and had some major wins along the way: cancellation 
of 25 illegal leases in the heart of the Divide; adoption of an Oil 
and Gas Plan that closed tens of thousands of acres to future 
leasing; community-created legislation supported by Colorado 
Senators; and much more!  

Building on this decade-plus of work, in October 2022, President 
Biden added his name to the long list of people who are “Unified 
for Thompson Divide!” He directed Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Haaland to begin a two-year process to withdraw the Divide 
from future oil and gas leasing, as well as mining. 

Called an administrative mineral withdrawal, it’s the 
strongest form of protection the administration can provide 
and will secure important interim protections for the next 
20 years. 

This is a huge step forward - and begins a new phase in 
our ongoing work to protect the Divide! A comment period 
commenced in October and we’ve been busy conducting 
analysis, gathering letters of support, and turning people out to 
a standing-room-only public meeting. 

As we ensure the proposed withdrawal is implemented, we will 
continue our advocacy for a permanent legislative withdrawal 
through the CORE Act. Additionally, though we’ve succesfully 
cleared most leases from the books, the Divide still contains 
a small number we are working to make certain are never 
developed. Our years of legal, advocacy, and organizing work 
have set a strong foundation for this opportunity and the 
Thompson Divide will remain a key priority in 2023!



This year was a pivotal one for the Thompson 
Divide - our success comes from years of 

enlisting and supporting an amazingly wide array 
of ranchers, hunters, elected officials, local business 

owners, and conservation partners in community 
advocacy for the Thompson Divide. Thank you for making 
this work possible!

ERIN RICCIO
ADVOCACY DIRECTOR

The mid-elevation landscape of the Thompson 
Divide provides valuable wildlife habitat. Photo 
courtesy Jon Mullen/Ecostock.

IN THE NEWS
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Connects community to conservation
DEFIENDE NUESTRA TIERRA 

Our Defiende Nuestra Tierra (Defend Our Land) program - focused on engaging the 
Latinx community in the Roaring Fork and Colorado River Valleys - continues to 
advocate for equitable and just public land conservation and management while 
building new partnerships with nonprofits, municipalities, and federal agencies. 
This important - but often behind-the-scenes - work of the Defiende program 
includes everything from making sure the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) provide Spanish translation (both of materials and in public 
meetings) to ensuring tailored outreach to Latinx residents was a key component 
of the newly formed Roaring Fork Valley Wildfire Collaborative. 

One very public example of Defiende’s success was our local signature event for 
the nationally-celebrated Latino Conservation Week. A partnership between 
Defiende, the White River National Forest, and the Aspen Institute’s Energy 
and Environment Program, this day-long celebration in July connected over 
400 community members to public lands and our work to protect them. A 
series of events on public lands in the morning included whitewater rafting 
through Glenwood Canyon - a first for nearly all of the 90+ participants. The 
event culminated with a party at Glenwood Springs’ Two Rivers Park in the 
afternoon - complete with activities for families, food, booths hosted by 
dozens of organizations offering more opportunities to learn about and 
connect with nature, and of course plenty of music! 

As a member of the Defiende Advisory Board, I’m excited we’re 
building and growing support for public lands and their protection 
that we know exists within the Latinx Community. This means a lot 
to me and my loved ones - thank you for your support!

GLADYS ARANGO-
MARCON
LATINO COMMUNITY OUTREACH, CITY OF 

GLENWOOD SPRINGS

Scenes from Latino Conservation Week - whitewater rafting in Glenwood 
Canyon resulted in big smiles and a new connection to the river!



The Colorado Wildlands Project is now two years 
old! Created in strategic partnership with the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance (SUWA), the 
Wildlands Project has a unique focus on conservation 
opportunities for wildlands managed by the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) in Western Colorado 
and works towards their protection. Highlights of the 
Wildlands Project work in 2022 include:

	  Inventoried and identified wilderness-quality 
public lands with substantial cultural and historic 
resources deserving of permanent protection in the 
Dolores River Canyon Country.

	  Built relationships with key stakeholders and 
agency staff in the Greater Dinosaur landscape - 
located in the far northwest corner of Colorado and 
centered around the existing 210,000-acre Dinosaur 
National Monument - and built awareness of what 
may be Colorado’s largest remaining conservation 
opportunity.

	  As part of ongoing efforts to achieve long-term 
administrative protections for BLM wildlands, 
supported a regional and national coalition 
urging the BLM to use its existing authority 
to designate new Wilderness Study Areas 
(WSAs).

	  Partnered with Wilderness Workshop to 
advocate for increased protections in the 
Colorado River Valley and Piceance Basin 
as part of a 1.5 million acre BLM planning 
process (page 12).

COLORADO WILDLANDS PROJECT
Dolores to Dinosaur and BLM wildlands in between

In Colorado, the BLM manages over 2 
million acres of wilderness-quality lands 

that contain important wildlife habitat and 
migration corridors, provide backcountry 

recreation experiences, and serve as climate 
refugia for species adapting to a changing planet. 

The Wildlands Project is advocating for the BLM 
to designate some of these deserving wildlands as 

Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), the agency’s most 
powerful and durable conservation tool. 

The Green River flowing through Browns Park, past 
the Diamond Breaks Wilderness Study Area. Photo 
courtesy Jon Mullen/Ecostock.

WILDERNESS 
STUDY AREAS: A 
CONSERVATION 
OPPORTUNITY
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CANCELLATION OF THE 
EAST WILLLOW LEASES

Years of hard work culminating in

Filled with verdant aspen forests, beaver streams, and 
abundant wildlife, the Willow Creek area straddles portions of 
Pitkin and Mesa counties and includes three roadless areas 
originally prioritized for protection by the Thompson Divide 
Coalition. Despite the area’s rich ecology, 6 oil and gas 
leases covering more than 8,600 acres were issued in 1996.

Recognizing the threat and looking for opportunities to 
protect this place, in 2008 we started filing Freedom of 
Information Act requests to learn everything we could about 
why the 12-year-old leases hadn’t expired. Oil and gas leases 
are issued for 10-year terms and are extended only by 
proven production, but operators often use loopholes to 
extend their hold on public lands. 

Though two wells were drilled back in the early 2000s, 
they never produced any oil or gas, and the leases should 
have expired. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
was doing a poor job administering its own regulations, 
enabling the leaseholder to hold onto thousands of 
acres by manipulating the agency and its regulations.

Aspen stands deep within the Willow Creek area. Photo courtesy 
Jon Mullen/Ecostock.  
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In 2012, responding to years of our advocacy, the BLM acknowledged most of the 
Willow Creek leases should have expired years earlier. This decision removed all 
leases except for lands surrounding the two gas wells, beginning years of appeals 
and litigation as WW defended the BLM’s decision and the leaseholder fought 
it. In 2020, a Federal District Court upheld the agency’s decision, confirming the 
expiration of thousands of acres of leases. Four leases remained on the books, 
purportedly held by the two wells that had never produced oil and gas. 

In late 2022, our work paid off! The operator never responded to a letter 
from the BLM - requiring the wells, now more than 15-years idle, be put 
into production or plugged and abandoned - and three more leases were 
elminated. Today, only one 1,280-acre lease remains, set to expire in 
November 2023. Our work in the Willow Creek area has resulted in 
the elimination of more than 7,000 acres of leases.  And, by this time 
next year, we hope to have eliminated all of the Willow Creek leases 
preventing oil and gas development from harming this special place!

Through changing agency staff, litigating 
leaseholders, and endless paperwork, 

Wilderness Workshop has stayed true to our goal of 
eliminating the Willow Creek leases. The lessons we’ve 
learned have been invaluable in our efforts to protect 
public lands all across Western Colorado. Thank you 
for making this work possible!

A young Joona Hart in the Willow Creek Roadless Area. Field visits 
with family and friends are always an important part of our work.

PETER HART
LEGAL DIRECTOR

Six Willow Creek leases issued, each with a 
ten-year term.

Seventh lease issued.

First well drilled, never produces any gas.

Second well drilled; after testing the well’s 
production for one day, it is shut-off.

WW requests termination of expired 
leases. Leaseholder appeals. 

Responding to our advocacy, BLM demands wells be 
put into production. Leaseholder does not comply.  

WW supports BLM’s attempt to expire 
leases. Litigation follows. 

WW calls for BLM to send a letter to the leaseholder, 
notifying them that if the wells don’t produce gas they 
will expire. 

Three more Willow Creek leases 
eliminated! 

1996

2001

2003

2004

2009-2012

2015-2019

2021

2022

2013

THE LONG FIGHT FOR EAST WILLOW
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NORTH FORK VALLEY & GUNNISON 
NATIONAL FOREST

Protecting the

Surrounded by public lands - including Wilderness 
Areas, the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, 
and the Gunnison National Forest - the North Fork 
Valley is unlike anywhere else in Colorado and even the 
world. It contains the largest concentration of organic, 
sustainable growers in the state and is home to the 
West Elk American Viticultural Area, one of the highest 
wine-growing regions in the world. 

Though wildlife, agriculture, and the local economy 
depend on intact and thriving ecosystems on these public 
lands, substantial 

threats - primarily from oil and gas development - remain. 
2022 saw major progress by Wilderness Workshop:

	  During the Trump administration, the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) approved a Resource 
Management Plan for the area, opening up 95% of 
public lands to oil and gas leasing, including the entire 
North Fork Valley. We sued and in 2022, the BLM 
agreed to settle and draft another plan. Our legal 
settlement stipulates that in the 



 11     

A Forest Plan sets the overall management 
direction and guidance for a national forest; it 

guides management activities at a large, forest-wide 
scale, providing direction regarding the types of uses 

that may take place within each part of the forest. 
Generally revised every 20 years, Forest Plans are 

important conservation tools and provide the opportunity 
to ensure wildlife habitat, ecological values, and clean 

water are prioritized over extractive uses. The Gunnison 
National Forest is currently undergoing a Forest Plan 

Revision and we anticipate a White River National Forest 
Plan Revision will begin as early as 2024. 

Public lands and waters surround the North 
Fork Valley; the BLM administers the mineral 
development rights underneath bountiful 
agricultural fields. Photo courtesy Jon Mulen/
Ecostock. 

new plan the BLM will evaluate reducing the amount of land open to oil and 
gas leasing, and increase or add protections for wildlife habitat, Lands with 
Wilderness Characteristics, and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 

	  In 2021, we sued the BLM over the North Fork Mancos Master Development 
Plan, which would have allowed 35 new fracking wells in the North Fork 
Valley and Thompson Divide. Thanks to our lawsuit, in May 2022 a federal 
judge stopped this plan that would have allowed fracking across 35,000 
acres of Colorado’s Western Slope.

	  We continued our advocacy for new land and water protections as part 
of the Gunnison Forest Plan Revision. Our proposal - for recommended 
wildernesses and special management areas in places like Huntsman 
Ridge, Clear Fork Divide, and Pilot Knob - would protect over 130,000 
acres of important wildlife habitat, water resources, and wilderness-
quality land while shielding these special areas from logging and fossil 
fuel leasing. 

WHAT IS A FOREST 
PLAN REVISION?
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COLORADO RIVER VALLEY 
& PICEANCE BASIN

New planning efforts underway for the 

We’re advocating for new protections in the Colorado River Valley, which 
includes well-known local geographic landmarks like the Grand Hogback. 
Photo courtesy Sam Sheppard. 

Back in 2015, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) finalized the Colorado 
River Valley and Grand Junction Resource Management Plans, dictating how 
nearly 2 million acres of public lands and the minerals beneath them in 
Western Colorado would be managed. The BLM prioritized oil and gas over 
all other uses and the plan opened 80% of the planning area (1.5 million 
acres) to oil and gas leasing and development.

As a result of lawsuits filed by Wilderness Workshop and our 
conservation partners in 2016 and 2019 - challenging the BLM’s failure 
to analyze the climate impacts of its decision or to consider alternatives 
that would limit new oil and gas leasing in order to protect other public 
lands values - the agency is now revisiting oil and gas management 
for the entire region. In the summer of 2022, they began developing a 
new plan that will determine where and how oil and gas leasing and 
development in the Colorado River Valley and Piceance Basin will 
occur for the next 20 years or more.

Because of our legal work and advocacy, the BLM is now taking a 
hard look at the climate impacts of oil and gas drilling and will make 
decisions to minimize and mitigate those impacts, while at the 
same time putting in place important protections for public lands. 



COLORADO RIVER VALLEY 
& PICEANCE BASIN

We rallied our members and submitted detailed, technical comments over the 
summer, focused primarily on convincing the BLM to incorporate key conservation 
priorities into the plans, including:

	  Durable protections for wilderness-quality lands that benefit wildlife habitat, 
recreation, and climate resilience. We’re advocating for the BLM to increase 
the amount of land protected to offset existing oil and gas development and 
designate new Wilderness Study Areas. 

	  Protecting water resources from oil and gas development. We worked with 
hydrology experts who identified groundwater resources and potential 
pathways for contamination of those aquifers during oil and gas 
development and are encouraging the BLM to use this scientific data. 

	  Implement innovative planning decisions to support local economies 
transitioning away from fossil fuel and other extractive industries.

SAM FEUERBORN
FIELD COORDINATOR 

This summer, our field inventories of wilderness-
quality lands identified tens of thousands of acres 

eligible for protection. This data will be invaluable in our 
advocacy to ensure oil and gas is not the dominant use of our 
public lands and continues the Workshop’s commitment to 
knowing our wild public lands inside and out. Thank you for 
making this work possible!

As part of the comments submitted by Wilderness 
Workshop on the BLM’s new oil and gas plan, we 

submitted an extensive inventory of undeveloped 
public lands with wilderness values. This ensures the 

agencies know where wilderness-quality lands exist 
and can take that information into account when making 

decisions. Some highlights included: 

BOOTS ON THE GROUND

Mule Deer on BLM wildlands. Photo courtesy Jon Mullen/Ecostock.

Total acres inventoried & eligible 
for protection:

Miles driven

Photos submitted

Points of Interest noted in 
comments

Units of potential Lands with 
Wilderness Characteristics

Calf Elk Being Born

43,456

776

167

149

5

1

 13     



14

$50,000+
444S Foundation
Anonymous (5)
Tom and Currie Barron*** 
Jill Soffer, Our Part 

Foundation***
United States Forest Service

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Aspen Skiing Company 

Environment Foundation****
The Cynthia and George Mitchell 

Foundation***
Peter Looram****
Mighty Arrow Family Foundation
Rob Pew and Susan Taylor**

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Advocates for the West, Inc.
Aspen Business Center 

Foundation****
Michal Brimm and Michael 

McVoy***
The Conservation Alliance
Nicole DeWolf***
Sue Edelstein and Bill Spence***
Mark Harvey***
Angela and Henry Hite***
Charles Hopton****
Felicity Huffman and William H 

Macy**
John and Laurie McBride****
The New-Land Foundation***
Patagonia**
Catherine Peterffy
Pew Charitable Trusts*
Pitkin County Healthy 

Community Fund***
Kate Roberts*

Rich and Terri Slivka*
Western Conservation 

Foundation
The Wilderness Society*
Ann McAlpin, Wild Waters 

Foundation 
The William H. & Mattie Wattis 

Harris Foundation***

$5,000 - $9,999
Alpenglow Foundation**
Alpine Bank***
Chelsea and James Brundige***
City Of Aspen****
Colorado Parks & Wildlife
Marcia Corbin****
Karen Degerberg*
Muffy and Andy DiSabatino**
Lucy Evans-Hahn***
Janny Goss**
Kristen and Wally Graham**
Tracy and King Grant
Connie Harvey**
Ann Harvey and Mike 

Campbell****
Hispanic Access Foundation
Jimmy Ibbotson**
Maki Foundation***
Laurie Michaels
Marcie and Robert Musser****
Vawter Parker
REI Co-Op
Marilee Rocca Johnson**

$2,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Connor and Katie Bailey
Clare Bastable*
Kathy and Andrew Berkman*
Gina Berko and David Fleisher**
Laurie Bernhard*

Lulu Colby
Kate and Ryan Craft
Laurie Crown and Rick Ortega
Culp Charitable Fund
Jim and Gae Daggs, Fred and Elli 

Iselin Foundation***
Autumn Davidson
Mary Dominick and Sven 

Coomer****
Mary and Bill England*
Robert and Blanche Gordon*
Gravity Haus
Hal Harvey**
Alison Hecht and Aron 

Ralston***
Marianne and Richard Kipper**
Craig and Pamela Mackey
Kate McBride
Kathleen McNamara
Katherine Meier
Valerie and Mike Miller*
Lynn Nichols and Jim Gilchrist***
Damian O’Doherty
Ruth Owens
Hensley and James Peterson****
Adam and Mandy Quinton*
Ken and Emily Ransford****
Reese Henry and Co.***
Sloan and Beth Shoemaker*
Paul and Sarah Sohn
Mark Tache and Christin 

Cooper***
Elissa Topol and Lee Osterman**
Town of Carbondale**
Brittany and Colter Van Domelen
Peter and Robin Van Domelen***
Kate Van Schaack***
Annie Ware****
Andy and Mandy Welgos
Andy Wiessner*** 
Janet McAlpin, Wild Woods 

Foundation

$1,000 - $1,999
Brooks Barron and Ashley 

Meyers
Denali Barron and Adam 

McCurdy*
Rob Benedetti and Maria Yarsek
Althea and Randy Brimm***
Bristlecone Mountain Sports***
Sunny and Phil Brodsky*
Andrea and Chris Bryan
Michelle and Ed Buchman
Beth Cashdan***

Annie Cooke and Steven 
Pfeiffer***

Bill Fales and Marj Perry**
Darlynn and Tom Fellman
Garfield and Hecht
Kristen Gray-Bertuglia and Steve 

Bertuglia
Leelee and Bill Harriman**
Jane and Richard Hart
Teri Havens*
Casady Henry***
Kalfas Gordon Family Foundation
Tom Kay, North Fork Organics
Charmaine Locke
Pete McBride
Ann Miller
Stuart and Ellen Morris
Native Roots
Fonda Paterson***
Pathfinder Fund
Wendy and Hank Paulson**
Poss Architecture + Planning and 

Interior Design
Sara Ransford****
Barbara Reese*
Jennifer Riccio
Mary and Patrick Scanlan*
David Schlendorf
Jamay and David Shook
Slo Advised Fund at Aspen 

Community Foundation
Ute Mountaineer**
Jay and Patti Webster****
Western Colorado Community 

Foundation
Edward Zukoski**

$500 - $999
Aspen Square Condominium 

Association*
The Bard Fund
Kristy Bates
Blazing Adventures*

Skip Behrhorst and Donna 
Fisher***

Chuck Benwitt
Ruth Carver
Anneliese Chumley*
Sally Cole***
Jim Condit and Kimmy Chang**
Patrick Dial
Kristin and Ryan Doremus
Gayle Embrey*
Chet Feldman and Michele Bass
Skye Flanigan and Jake 

Lansburgh
Cici Fox***
Judy Fox-Perry*
William and Molly Gilmore
Rachel and Reid Hansen
Kristen Henry***
Christie and Karl Hochtl
Julie and Bill Isaacson
Sylvia Johnson*
Emily Kay and Grady Lenkin
Adriann and Chris Kelly
Charles Kerr and Gudrun Rice
Robert Koppe*
Tom Kurt
Judy and Amory Lovins***
Lindy and Tom Melberg
Karen Moculeski**
Dorothy and Barney Mulligan***
Ann Mullins*
Marjory Musgrave and Frank 

Peters***
Andrew Nardecchia, Carbondale 

Family Dental
Ryan Noakes
Laurie Ostermiller*
Rebecca Polan
Lori Potter and Eric Perryman*
Thomas Quarre
Ryan Randolph
Maggie Rerucha**
Margaret and Will Roush**

OUR DONORS
Wilderness Workshop is lucky to have a generous 
community of supporters, business sponsors, and 
partners, some who have given to us for over 5, 10, 
15, and even 20 years! Donors listed below gave to 
WW between January 1, 2022 and January 31, 2023. 

****donors for 20 or more years   ***donors for 15 or more years 
** donors for 10 or more years        *donors for 5 or more years 

Wilderness Workshop is especially grateful for our Maroon Bells 
Circle members, who are donors giving $2,000 or more to support our 
work. Maroon Bells Circle members enjoy updates from our team on 

our most critical projects and invitations to special events. To become 
a Maroon Bells Circle member, reach out to Philanthropy Director 

Emily Kay (emily@wildernessworkshop.org).
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We sat down with Chelsea - a donor for 
nearly 20 years and a co-host of our 
annual benefit, Wild Feast -  to learn more 

about why she so passionately supports 
our work.  

Tell us about your connection to Wilderness Workshop. 

I grew up in the Roaring Fork Valley and it’s where I learned to 
read topo maps, get lost and found, feel at home, and be in 
love with wild places. In the early 2000s, James Brundige and 
I were invited to make a film about WW - Wild for Good - and 
we fell in love with Dottie, Connie, and Joy, the founders of the 
Workshop. We had a wonderful time learning how they got 
started and the Workshop’s legacy since the 1960s.

Why is protected wilderness, water, and wildlife on 
public lands important to you?

I think about the web of life and how we are not separate 
or superior to nature - we are a part of it and we intimately 
depend on it for our well-being. The challenge of protecting 
wild places is a test of whether we can see beyond our 
momentary indulgences to preserve life for all of our kin on 
this planet, not just ourselves.

What sets Wilderness Workshop apart? 

The Workshop is an effective organization because it is so 
connected with love of a place - and that love is the glue for 
our community. This enables the organization to do great 
advocacy, legal, and policy work; to be strategic partners with 
other organizations; and to engage the Latinx community, 
ensuring that love of place is a feeling everyone has.  

Why should folks attend Wild Feast?

Wild Feast is the time to celebrate that love of place I 
mentioned before - it is the BEST fundraising event in the 
valley - filled with fun, energetic, passionate people united by 
their love of this place and all that is magical about it! 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
CHELSEA CONGDON
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Pamela Gabel*
Ginni Galicinao**
Mark Giesecke
Randy Gold and Dawn Shepard**
Anne Goldberg*
Candace Goodwin and Richard 

Blauvelt*
Cheri Grinnell*
Helene Gude*
Debra and Doug Gurley
Laura Hanssen
Sacha Hart-Logan and Family**
Terri Hatterick
Richard and Sherry Herrington
Ann Hodges****
Annie Hodgson*
Edward Holub
Kate Hudson*
William Hudson*
Eilene Ish*
Soren Jespersen
Janet Johnson
Ann Johnson****
Alexandra Katsiaficas
John Katzenberger and Deborah 

Jones Katzenberger
Gideon Kaufman*
John Kay
Mary Jo Kimbrough and Jim 

Harrison***
Carole Kirschner*
Andrea Klein
Katie Kuhn
Sueann Latterman
Bill and Carol Lightstone**
Soozie and Hans Lindbloom**
Lea Linse
Tracey and Ned Lucks*
Diane Madigan*
Howie Mallory Family***
Julia Marshall****
Bob and Trudy Matarese*
Bruce Matherly and Annie Black
Joan Matranga***
Marc McCurry
Kevin McGuire
Allison Melton
Isabel Melvin
Elsa Mitchell**
Carolyn Moore
Martha Moran
Rob Morey
Wick Moses*
Mary Lynn and Sandy Munro**

Bland Nesbit*
Mona Newton*
Oddo Engineering, Inc
Marta Parker*
Bruce Parlette****
Beverly and Matt Patera
Julie Paxton
Mark Pearson
Bryna and Dan Perlman
Ronald Pickman
Ken Pletcher*
JP and Shirley Powers
Susan Proctor*
Lee Pruitt
Robert Purvis***
Glenn Randall**
Bob and Kate Randall
Mike Rausch and Pamela Kling**
Eric Rechel
Ron Reed**
Marie-Chantal Reveal*
Penny Ridley
Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council
Tom Robinson
Tom and Katie Rubel*
Jill Sabella**
Sumner Schachter and Michele 

Diamond*
Elizabeth Schaefer***
Suzanne Scheer
Sherry Schenk**
Frank Sgambati
Carolyn and Dick Shohet**
Steve Skadron*
Katie Soden*
Lisa and Ron Speaker
Kim Stacey**
John Stansfield
Sandy and Stephen Stay***
Rebecca Steinbach
Pamela Stenmark
Suzanne and Jeff Stephens
Karn Stiegelmeier**
Jim Stone*
Karla Stukey
Sunsense, Inc
Jacqueline and James Sweeney
Dr. David and Geni Swersky*
Kathleen Sydoryk
John Taufer
Henry Teague*
Denise Tomaskovic
Dr. Diana Tomback***
Karen Lee Trom

Travis and Olivia Van Domelen
Linda Vidal***
Theresa Vonier
Carl and Ruth Walker
Howard Wallach*
Tom and Donna Ward****
Craig and Becky Ward***
Wells Fargo Community Care 

Grants Program
Doug Wheat*
Andre Wille
Beth and Pierre Wille, Tyrolean 

Lodge
Lori Williams**
Ron and Mary Wolff*
Eileen Wysocki*
Shawna Yaussi
Justyna Zack
Robert Zupancis***

$1 - $99
Anonymous (4)
Gabriela Alvarez
Steven Arauza
Bill Argeros
Andrea Aust
Michael Bair
Tim Barns
Bartlett
Carol Baynes
Cruz Becerra
Ted Benge
Bruce Benjamin***
Anne Bennett
Bryann Benton
Brian Berger
Nell and Bill Birk
Judie Blanchard*
Carly Bolliger
Judy Botinovch
Sheryl Bower
Scott Braden*
Caitlin Brimm
Kimbo Brown-Schirato
Debbie Bruell
Jean Burks
Molly Butler
Lee Cassin****
Jayden Castillo
Todd Chamberlin
John Chapman
Trish Chew***
Kendall Christianson**
Susan Christman

Kim Coates
Jim Coddington III
Larry Cohen**
Nancy and Cliff Colia
Deborah Collins
Jim Conway
Seth Cothrun
Christi Couch
Chloe Couvreux
Martha Cox
Michaela Craig
Lu Ann Craig
Heather Craven
Carol Craven
Lisa Dameron
Lisa Dancing-Light*
Don Davidson****
Michael Davis
Jacqueline Dearborn*
Katherine Delanoy
Marjorie DeLuca
Carol and Drew Depaul*
Dawn Dexter
Kent Diemer
Scott Dillard
John and Diana Donovan
Leslie Eaton
Stephen and Jennifer 

Ellsperman**
Trixie Elting and George Johnson
Susan Emenaker
Sarah Emery
Ann English
William Erven
Sally Faison***
Annie Farris
Mark Feinsinger
Patricia Ferrero
Kelly Field
Tanairi Fontes
John Fox***
Saundra Franklin
Victor Galvan Ramirez
Karla Garcia
Andrea Garr
Sara Garton***
Lydia Garvey*
Judy Gaukel
William Gibson
Claudia Goff
Annie Goodman
Donald and Don Gorman
Patricia Goudvis
Donna and Bernie Grauer***

Suzanne Gray
Thomas Griffiths and Heidi 

Hoffman**
Gary Grossman
Dina Guzman
Catherine Hagen
Shelley Hall
Brad Hancock
Peter and Kathryn Hart*
Frances Hartogh
Barb Hartzler
Adele Hause*
Megan Hayes
Jamin Heady-Smith
Luke Hecht
Bill and Kathy Heicher
Jane Hendricks
Scott Hershey
Sonya Hoban
Linda Hollomon
Gail and Phil Holstein**
Mary and Jeff Houchin
Malin Howard
Wendy Huber
Jim Hughes
Michael Hurst*
Elizabeth Hurtado
Mary Ann Inouye*
Dr. David Inouye*
John Isaacs***
Wayne Ives
Suzanne Jackson**
Dr. Susan Jacobson*
Cynthia Jacobson
Doug and Karen Jenneman
Kristin Jensen
Joy Jepsen
Joanne Jimino
Sarah Johnson**
Hattie Johnson
Elise Jones*
Suzanne Jones**
Don Jones and Ken Jones*
Karen Jorgensen
Jacquelyn Kasabach**
Marianne and Mark Keating*
Debbie Kelly
Michelle Keplinger
Bill Kight
Susie Kincade**
Michael Kinsley**
Aimee and Jason Kishell*
Lani Kitching
Kala Kluender
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Katherine Knickerbocker*
James Knowlton
Jillian Kops*
Amy Krakow
Luanne Krueger Andersen***
Diana Lynn Kruis
Howie Kuhn
Kelly Kury
Laurel and Brad Larson
Ann Larson
Patty Lecht
Nicole Lee
Natasha Leger*
Christie Leonard
Geoffrey Lester**
Denise Lock*
Kacey Locsin
Laurie Loeb*
James Logan
Jennifer Long**
Valerie MacDonald**
Suzanne Macgregor
Martha Madsen**
Christy Mahon
Fred Malo
Rachel Marble and Kevin White
Ann Mass, MD PC*
Mary McCutchan
John McDermott
Jerry McMahan
Lucy Merrill-Hills
Ron Mitchell
Erik Molvar*
Dorsey Moore
Linda Moore
Chris Moore
Kolton Morrison
William Moss
Johanna Mueller*
Mayra Munoz
Jairo Munoz
Morgan Neely
Ken Neubecker
Ricki Newman*
Virginia Newton***
Robin Nicholoff
Lisa Niermann*
Tom Oken****
Devon Page
Melanie Paradise
Jane Pargiter*
Ginny Parker****
Fred Peirce
Elizabeth Penfield**

Nancy Peterson*
Patty Phelan
Louann Phillips
Pat and Michael Piburn*
Elizabeth and Maris Platais*
Carrie Podl
Susan Powers*
Shirley and JP Powers
Erin Quinn
Jan Quint
Michele Rae and Dan Swinehart
Bryna Ram
Dawn Randolph
Kendall Reiley
Kevin Reynolds
Dan Richardson*
W. Jean Richmond
Roaring Forge
Leslie Robinson
Gerald Roehm*
Anna Rosenberg
Polly Ross****
David Rummel
Melissa Rummel
Janet Rutigliano*
Veronica Ruvalcaba
Heather Rydell**
Eva Sandoval
Jill Scher***
Aubree Schiesser
Judith Schramm***
Jon Sering and Pamela Hartsen
Patrick Seydel*
Duane and Christine Shugart
Carlie Siemel*
Juli Slivka*
Jean Smith**
Sandra Smith*
Beatriz Soto
Rossi and Garrett Spong
Bryana Starbuck
Trinity Stebleton
Charlie Stein*
Paula Stepp
Tom Stiles and Lisa Waldman
Edward Sullivan*
Shelley Supplee*
Jacqueline Tannenbaum
Lynn Tanno**
Lisa Tarlecki
Lisa Tasker
Gina G Tassinari
Ashton Taufer
Emily Taylor

George and Jenny Tempest**
M. Mame Thieking
Annie and Mike Tierney
Top Dog Repair
Ana Toranza-Viera
Jan and Stan Tymorek
William Van Doorninck
Rein and Jan Van West*
Lois Veltus*
Caleb Vick
Curtis Wackerle
PJ Wallace and Michael Hutton*
Jill Warner
George Wear
Deborah Webster*
Austin Weiss
Caroline West
Benjamin West
Philippa Whitcomb****
Jason White*
Lee Wilson**
Sonja Winfield
Irene Wittrock
Ellen Woods
Michael Woodward
Jim Woolaway*
Claire Marie Wright
Dave and Martha Young
Jessa Young
Thelma and Garry Zabel*

Petroglyphs on BLM Widlands 
near Browns Park National 

Wildlife Refuge. Photo 
courtesy Jon Mullen/Ecostock. 

COLORADO WILDLANDS PROJECT DONORS
The Colorado Wildlands Project is fiscally sponsored 

by Wilderness Workshop. Learn more on page 7.

Anonymous (3)
Ray Bloxham

Steve Bonowski
Kent Borges

Thomas Braden
Joe Breddan

Mary Beth & Bernie Buescher
Amber Clark

The Conservation Alliance
Conservation Lands Foundation

Mary Dorais
Western Colorado Community Foundation

Barbara and Mike Galloway
Garbett Family Foundation

Lee Gelatt
Pew Charitable Trusts

Kenneth Scissors
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PREMIERE SPONSORS
$5,000+
Alpine Bank
An Aspen Affair, Suzanne Landman
The Aspen Institute Energy and 

Environment Program
Aspen Skiing Company
City of Aspen
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Hispanic Access Foundation
KO Public Affairs
Marble Distilling Co.
National Wilderness Stewardship  

Alliance
Patagonia
Pitkin County
REI Co-Op
The St. Regis Aspen
Town of Carbondale
United States Forest Service 

GOLD SPONSORS
$1,000+
Bristlecone Mountain Sports
Garfield & Hecht
Michael S. Marolt CPA PC 
Native Roots
Poss Architecture + Planning
Reese Henry & Co.
Songbird Sound Systems
Thrift Shop of Aspen
Ute Mountaineer

SILVER SPONSORS
$500+
Aspen Square Condominium Association
Blazing Adventures
Land + Shelter
Pollinator Chocolate

BRONZE SPONSORS
In-Kind donations and special discounts
Aspen Brewing Company
Aspen Public Radio
Backbone Media
Bluesky Adventures and Glenwood 

Canyon Rafting
Bonfire Coffee
Capitol Creek Brewing Company
Defiance Rafting Company
Flying Dog Ranch Retreat
Glenwood Adventure Company
Gran Farnum Printing
Grassroots TV
Halcyon Productions
Inkswell Screen Printers
KDNK
La Nueva Mix
Pete McBride Productions
Redstone General Store
Sopris Sun
Strafe Outerwear
Third Street Center
Two Leaves and a Bud
Village Smithy Restaurant
Wild Mountain Seeds

BUSINESS SPONSORS
Marble Distilling Co.
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT 

The tagline at Marble Distilling Co. is “the Most 
Sustainable Distillery on the Planet”, but we’d 
propose a change: “The Most Sustainable - and 
easiest to work with - Distillery on the Planet!” 
Located on Main Street in Carbondale, Marble 
has been a fabulous event venue, a financial 
supporter, Wild Feast sponsor, and even created 
a specialty cocktail to support our work called 
the Crystal River Cosmo!

If you’re not familiar, Marble Distilling Co. is a family and friends-owned company 
built on a model of sustainability. With an ever-growing list of recognition for both 
craft spirits and innovative sustainability practices, they are a pioneer of sustainable 
and zero-waste distilling, having created a one-of-a-kind closed-loop water reuse 
system that annually saves 125.1 metric tons of carbon, 1.8 billion BTUs, and more 
than four million gallons of water. In a nod to their name, they filter spirits through 
crushed Yule Marble from the famous Colorado Yule Marble Quarry in the pristine 
Crystal River Valley, which is the source of water for Marble’s spirits. Thank you for 
your support, Marble Distilling Co.! 

Thank you to our 2022 Business Sponsors and In-Kind Donors

Left: In early April, a District Court approved a legal agreement 
conservation groups – including Wilderness Workshop – secured with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service compelling the agency to revise its Canada 
lynx critical habitat rule to evaluate territory in the southern Rocky 
Mountains range essential to its recovery. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO EMAIL UPDATES: wildernessworkshop.org/email

JOIN OUR TEXTAVIST (TEXT ACTIVIST) PROGRAM  
by texting “WILDERNESS” to 844-922-3977

WILDERNESS WORKSHOP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thank you to all of our Board  
Members for their volunteer service. 

Allyn Harvey, President 
Andy Welgos, Treasurer 
Denali Barron, Secretary 
Mary Dominick 
Cici Fox
Lindsay Gurley
Charles Hopton
Craig Mackey
Michael McVoy
Aron Ralston
Jill Soffer
Michael Stranahan
Karin Teague
Elizabeth Velasco
Ted Zukoski

P.O. Box 1442 Carbondale, CO 81623 
Offices in the Third Street Center
520 S. 3rd St., Suite 27, Carbondale
Tel (970) 963-3977
wildernessworkshop.org 
info@wildernessworkshop.org 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

OUR TEAM
Will Roush, Executive Director 
Sam Feuerborn
Michael Gorman 
Peter Hart
Emily Kay
Katie MacKnight 
Beverly Patera
Erin Riccio
Omar Sarabia
Juli Slivka 
Grant Stevens

Colorado Wildlands Project
Scott Braden
Bella Harris 
Soren Jespersen

Wilderness Workshop’s mission is to protect the wilderness, water, 
and wildlife of Western Colorado’s public lands. 

BE PART OF THE MOVEMENT

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
January 1 – December 31, 2022, unaudited 

OPERATING INCOME	
Contributions	 $1,164,313.02
Grants				     $209,772.65
Colorado Wildlands Project	  $226,963.67
Other Income		  $94,871.03           

Total Income	 $1,695,920.37

OPERATING EXPENSES	
Program	                                  $1,087,830.07
General Operating        	                    $178,692.51
Development	 $199,965.58
Colorado Wildlands Project     	     $191,599.73

Total Expenses		  $1,658,087.89

OPERATING 
INCOME	

OPERATING 
EXPENSES

69%
Contributions

12%
Development

11%
General 

Operating

12%
Grants

6%
Other Income

13%

11% Colorado 
Wildlands Project

66%
Program

Colorado Wildlands Project
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P.O. BOX 1442
CARBONDALE, CO 81623

Artwork by Thomas W. Benton generously donated by Fat City Gallery. Benton, 
known for the artwork he created for Hunter S. Thompson’s campaign for Pitkin 

County Sheriff, sought to achieve change and inspire all who saw his pieces. 
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